
Letter from Steffi Lücking after the earthquake: 
 
Dear godparents, dear members and friends of our association, 
first we that is pupils, teachers and our principal Rohit Pradhan, Stephanie Lücking, 1st president 
of our society, we send you our greetings from Darjeeling.  
I (Stephanie Lücking) have a hard time today to find words of enthusiasm. We also felt the heavy 
earthquake that hit Nepal here, too. At such a moment you only feel helpless, nothing but helpless. 
On a populated place where an event was taking place people spontaneously started to pray and 
sing. I could not reach our frinds in Nepal by phone. They all survived. They told about the 
catastrophe and their fear especially to be in their houses at night. The house of one friend who 
lives in a village near Mount Everest collapsed. We will help him to restore it. At home I will contact 
a friend who supports schools in Nepal. Maybe we can contribute in some way to restore a school 
in Nepal. Our statutes allow advancement of schools both in India and Nepal. We will talk about 
this topic at our yearly convention.  
Here in India all schools were told to cease teaching for one week. Darjeeling is only 380 km away 
from the epicentre of the earthquake. We also felt some aftershocks. Everything is alright here, 
though. It´s been quiet for 40 hours now and we do hope that the earth has quieted down. 
Thank you for all the quests after our well-beeing and the status of our school. 
There are many good news about our St. Anthony´s School. Thanks to my sabbatical I can put in 
another 8 weeks of work here at the school. Since March 91 pupils attend our school. All the new 
pupils have found their way into the group and they enjoy all the teaching and playing that is 
offered. 
Two godchildren did not come back to school after winter vacation, unfortunately. One father has 
found a job in the lowlands, one mother moved to relatives after the death of her husband. As we 
have reported before several times teaching in India is very success oriented. As opposed to other 
schools we offer very good conditions (especially small classes with  only 15 pupils and classes 
with up to 20 pupils who are supported by an assistant teacher) so we can offer very individualised 
help and support. 
Weak pupils who need aid with their homework are offered to attend a special support class taught 
by one of our teachers after the regular lessons. We do hope that all with these extra support 
measures all our pupils successfully make it from Kindergarten to the end of grammar school. 
After a long discussion I realized that we are not ready to offer the right support to pupils with a 
learning disability. Those children will have to go to a state school, unfortunately. There the 
teaching language is predominatly Nepalese. 
And what else can I report: 
Milk and snack project: 
Thanks to a large donation we are able to pursue this project. Everyday the children get a cup of 
milk and a piece of fruit or an egg. The chilfren bring their breakfast from home. 
Extension of the secondary level: 
Our oldest pupils are attending the 3rd class by now. We decided to try to extend our secondary 
level in English according to the guidelines of the Delhiboard). Weak pupils will change to a Nepali 
School after our 4th class. 
Advanced training in team work: 
I offered a training in teamwork for the teachers. The teachers enjoyed the exercises nd had a lot 
of fun while I was excited by our teaching team. We do hope that they all will saty withus at our 
school for a long time. This week I will teach classes 2 and 3. 
 
Contests 
Last friday we had a drawing contest. We put in the picture that was drawn by the godchild into the 
letter. 
Unless the earthquakes don´t hamper our work furthermore  we would like to organize a singing 
contest at the 21st of May. Further contests in dancing, writing, quiz etc. will follow. 
 
 
 



Festivities 
During the course of the year festivals will be held at our school with an art exhibition, teachers 
meeting, Independance Day, end of school year. 
 
Education of parents: 
Before I leave we want to organize a second seminar on the topic of child abuse and child labor. 
The first one took place in our school. A lawyer layed out the legal implications. The second event 
is offered by the government, it´s a street theater with discussion afterwards. We are lucky to have 
Reena, a friend of our principal, who works in that department and feels very  attached to our 
school. 
 
Construction: 
First the good news: except for a small crack above one door our school has been spared by the 
earthquake. The supporting wall is almost finished. I can see how cumbersome and difficult 
working on a construction site without a caterpillar and machinery is. The next construction project 
is to be started after July: our assembly hall. 
 
And now I do hope that the earth will quiete down and that I will be able to enjoy some more 
wonderful days at our school. On the 20th of May I will go on a trip to Germany together with our 
principal. Our principal Rohit Pradhan hopes to meet many of our godparents, members ans 
supporters personally. 
Now we send a warm NAMASTE from Darjeeling from the St. Anthony´s Family 
 


